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Fraternity members no longer want
"sexy time" with Borat
BY KRISTEN THOMPSON
Managing Editor
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wo members of a fraternity at a South Carolina university filed a complaint in
the Los Angeles Superior Court
on November 9 describing Borat's
Sasha Baron Cohen as a prankster and alleging that the success
of "Borat: Cultural Learnings of
America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan" rests
on the "backs of unsuspecting
players."
In the film, the two men
make--or agree with Borat making -- anum her of racist and sexist
comments. The men, who brought
the action under fictitious names,
John Doe 1 and John Doe 2, claim

T

fraud; rescission of contract; com- or about October 28, 2005, the
.mon law false
men were aplight; statutoproac~ed while
ry false light;
at their fraterappropriation
nity and interof likeness;
viewed by the
and negligent
"Borat" staff
infliction of
for participaemotional
tion in the film.
distress. The
The men allege
defendants
that they were
in the lawtold that the
suit include
film would not
One America
be shown in the
Productions ,
United States
Inc., Every- Source: http://www.flickr.com/photo_zoom.gne? and WOUld not
disclose their
man Pictures, id= 196648349&size=o&context=photostream
Borat at the San Diego ComicCon in
Gold/Miller 2006, promoting his movie.
names or the
Productions
names of their
and Twentieth Century-Fox Film fraternity or university. Once the
Corporation.
men were selected for the film,
The complaint claims that on they allege that the staff took

them, one of which was· under the
age of 21, to a bar to "loosen up"
and provided alcoholic beverages
to the men. They allege that they
were not presented with the "Standard Consent Agreement" until
they had been drinking heavily
for quite awhile. The men also allege that they were told that they
would be in "a documentary-style
film" which would only be shown
in Europe and would never be
shown in the U.S.
Further, the men allege that
because they believed the film
would not be shown in the U.S.,
they "engaged in behavior that
they otherwise would not have
engaged in." Then the film was

see BORAT page 2

North Korea denied luxury items
BY MELISSA DURHAM
Editor in Chief

Korea to take actions to resolve
the issue.

n November 30 the State
Department released a
list of luxury items that
the United States will not sell or
otherwise provide toN orth Korea.
The list was drafted in response to
a United Nations Security Counsel resolution.
The October 9 nuclear weapons test by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (North
Korea) led the UN Security
Counsel to issue a resolution condemning the action; Resolution
1718 was issued on October 14.
The resolution called for North

In addition to calling for North Korea to
take action, the resolution called for UN member states
to take action, including freezing
assets and refraining from sup-

O

plying or selling specific categories of items to North Korea. The
resolution listed three categories
of items. The first two categories,

weapons and nuclear technology,
were included for obvious reasons. The final category on the

list of items was luxury goods.
There was no further explanation of what items the category
included.
The inclusion of luxury
goods on the list of prohibited
items is aimed at North Korean
leader Kim Jong-11 and his close
circle of approximately 600 supporters. The expensive tastes of
Kim Jong-Il have been reported
in such news sources as CNN
and Reuters and satirized in such
American entertainment media as
"Team America: World Police."
Kim Jong-Il has been reported as
enjoying such luxury items as co-

see KOREA page 2
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continued from page 1
released in the U.S. and the men claim their
behavior was included as part of the film
without their consent. As a result of the release in U.S. theaters, the men claim they
have suffered and will continue to suffer
humiliation, mental aguish and emotional
and physical distress, and a loss of reputation, goodwill and standing in the community in which the men live.
The men are seeking an injunction to
stop the studio from displaying their image
and likeness, along with unspecified monetary damages. But many critics explain that

the lawsuit may be futile due to the waivers
the men signed.
Entertainment attorney Aaron Moss,
who works for L.A. law firm Greenberg
Glusker, explained in an article in the Sun
Times that, "Generally these releases will
hold up in court unless the person suing
can prove that he signed the agreement under false pretenses or while incapacitated.
Even if a participant was lied to, a court
may find that the person should have read
the contract, and that if he didn't, it's essentially his own fault. It is legal doctrine
that says the contract supersedes the oral
representation relayed."
In the article "Borat Sequel: Legal
Proceedings Against Not Kazakh Journalist for Make Benefit Guileless Americans

in Film: Is There a Way Around the Releases Signed by Those Who Appeared in The
Movie?", attorney and author Julie Hilden
predicts, "In the end, the likeliest outcome
here is that the defendants will prevail. The
frat brothers may be hoping for a quick
and lucrative settlement, but it inight be
unwise for the defendants to offer one, as
that might inspire the many other disgruntled participants in the movie to bring their
complaints to court, too."
"Borat" has made almost $91 million
domestically through its first three weekends in release and has made more than
$63 million overseas.

Kristen is a 2L and can be reached at
kristen. thompson@valpo. edu.

KOREA

continued from page 1
gnac, specifically Hennessy, and DVDs.
UN member nations' refusal to sell
the prohibited items to North Korea will
not directly affect the average citizens of
North Korea, as the average citizen would
not have the funds to purchase such luxury
items. The hope is that in denying North
Korea's elite access to luxury items, the
UN wpl frustrate the country into compliance.
On November 30, the United States
State Department released a list of over
50 items that it will not supply or sell to
North Korea because of their inclusion in
the luxury items category of the UN resolution. The items include liquor, wine and
beer, iPods, Harley Davidson motorcycles,
furs, lead crystal and televisions larger
than 29 inches. Other UN members have
also released lists of their prohibited items.
Japan's list includes caviar and cars.
Whether or not the tactic will be successful is yet to be seen, but whether it succeeds in a North Korean change of heart
or not, hopefully it will succeed in denying the elite of North Korea items that they
greatly value.

Melissa is a 3L and can be reached at
melissa. durham. @valpo.edu.
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Museum's Robert and Caroline Collings
Enoowment.

Commencement December 10
Commencement for December graduates will take place on Sunday, De(f. 10,
in the Chapel ofthe Resurrection on main
campus. December's . ~ommencement
honors undergraduate; graduate, . . ~d
School of Law students who are ~~m
pleting their degrees at midyear.
The Cornmen.cement ceremony
begins at 2:30 p.m. Doprs open at 1:30
p.m. Tickets ~e not required. Seating
will be on a first-co~e first-served
baSis.
A.; reception for ~duates, par~hts~
friends aml,. members of:,,the faculty .~d
staff will be h~ld in th¥. Center for the
Arts followjng the Conyocation.

,, of

Month I}!.

ORUM PhOto Contest

A triq;. ~of exliibi~s openi!lg .I;?ec~
at Valparaiso Urtiyersity's Brauer
Brauer Museum will host a rre,e pubM,useum qf;Art will ifi.clude workS by lie coffee boUt with Corazzo at 7
on
;\ mtem~tiOF~U¥.;.re~,QS,n~ed; . art~~~" Jjopl , .~ ~:~bc· Ff:.
'·' J?~ack~el(n~wly acqtgred 19th ~erytury ,
i.
T~achers
thy region are · i nvited
portraits ~d recent {lbstract drawings to attend a free Brau~r Museum Teacher
PY;: 'a VU art . professor;/ A publ~c qpen- ~orkshop on~an. 16. ~ackets of imorma~ ,
recept!qn ~ill takfi-:g~a~e De'c.,. ~·· at 7 ~i9n<;lb?utt~~;~xhibi~ ~!1 be.prov;tded for
g,m ; for '•To:rri BHtckwell: 'Aspects of a use in"dasse~ Teachers .shouJd call (219)
~ealist," '~PQ;tp"aits frq~ the Penn~ent 464-5048 foi~more information.
~ene~tion:' . ~nd ''Mi:phele Cc:m~zzo: , :· " fundin& for . the 3 exh,i~itions . . is prolfesonant Openings.''
exhibitS will viaed by VtJ's Cultural Arts Committee,
remain on.tlisplay thrqt)gh March 25.
Partners fot the Brau~r Museum of
Works by Blackwf ll, aphoto-ryalist i)rt, Christ ~Ollf?ge (Valparaiso's interP~!nter born in Chicago in 1938/ have di~ciplinary ·honors college) and Brauer

p.m..

.

ill.g

rrfie

{'It

.;rrom

The first person to correctly identify the picture above will win a

$10 gift certificate to Jimmy John's.
E-mail your responses to forum@valpo.edu
November answer- Table on the Law School's back patio
November winner- Jeff Cartwright
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T·h e Docket
BY NICK GAEKE

a program." Relying on this reasoning, the
court reasoned that "blind or visually imStaff Reporter
paired people cannot make effective use of
American currency without help." "It can
CIVIL RIGHTS
no longer be successfully argued," wrote
Robertson, "that a blind person has 'meanAmerican Council for the Blind v.
ingful access' to currency if she cannot
Paulson, Civil Action No. 02-0864
accurately identify paper money without
(D.C.D.C. Nov. 28, 2006).
assistance."
The Court further held that the government
did not show any "undue burden" to
D. C. District Court finds Bureau of
making
the currency more accessible. The
Engraving and Printing violated antigovernment
argued that changes of the sort
discrimination law; orders Bureau to
proposed
(embossed
numbers, different
make United States currency recognizsizes for different denominations, incorpoable to the blind.
ration of foil material, e.g.) would interfere
with the Bureau's mandate of preventing
Several blind U.S. citizens and the
counterfeiting, would undermine the curAmerican Council for the Blind, a civil
rency as a worldwide common medium of
rights and public interest group, sued the
exchange, and that the cost is too high.
Secretary of the Treasury over their inIn response to the counterfeiting arguability to distinguish between different dement, the Court was unsatisfied with the
nominations of paper money. The plaintiffs
amount of evidence supporting the govasserted that U.S. currency in its present
ernment's claim, and noted that on some
form is indistinguishable in both size and
currencies, the variations are considered a
composition to the blind user. This asserted
"security feature." Regarding foreign acflaw in the currency, the plaintiffs argued,
ceptance, the Court called this argument
was a violation of the Rehabilitation Act,
"fairly absurd," reasoning that if the dollar
which mandates in relevant part that "no
"is accepted throughout the world because
otherwise qualified individual with a disit is a 'greenback,' rather than because of
ability in the United States... shall... be
the strength of the American economy, it
subjected to discrimination under.. . any
has not placed that evidence in the record."
program or activity conducted by any
Finally, on the issue of cost, the Court
Executive agency or by the Uni_ted States
opined that "the government has tacitly
Postal Service."
conceded at least the feasibility" of some
In an opinion by Judge James Robertcurrency changes, and that "the governson, the Court first noted that the government's own estimate of such costs would
ment's asserted non-waiver of sovereign
represent only a small percentage [under
immunity under the Rehabilitation Act
five percent with the cheapest changes] of
was ineffective. The Court inferred from
the BEP's annual expenditures."
prior Supreme Court precedent (Lane v.
Pena, 518 U.S. 187 (1996)) that, in actions
IMMIGRATION LAW
for declaratory relief, the Supreme Court
suggested, "injunctive relief is available
Lozano v. City ofHazleton, No.
against the sovereign in [the Act]."
Shifting to the issue of the currency, 3:06cv1586 (M.D. Pa. Oct. 31, 2006).
precedent established that handicapped in- Garrett v. City of Escondido, No.
dividuals must have "meaningful access" to 06CV2434 (S.D. Cal. Nov. 20, 2006).
challenged programs and activities through
"reasonable accommodations." Accommo- Federal district courts grant temporary
dations are not reasonable if they pose "unrestraining orders on enforcement of
due financial or administrative burdens" or
city
ordinances that punish landlords
a "fundamental alteration in the nature of

for renting apartments and houses to
illegal immigrants.

ria plaintiffs must show in order to receive
grant of a temporary restraining order. In
the Escondido case, the Southern District
of California held that the immigrants
would suffer irreparable injury because of
the "threat of eviction" and because "Plaintiffs would have a difficult, if not impossible, time finding alternative housing where
their kids attend school. The Court further
held that the Escondido landlords would
face irreparable harm from the "threat of
litigation for wrongful eviction by a tenant
as a result of the Ordinance."
The Middle District of Pennsylvania also found irreparable injury from the
Hazleton ordinance. The Court found such
harm in one plaintiff who "may be evicted
from her residence because of her inability
to establish her citizenship," and in other
plaintiffs who continue to suffer a "great
loss of business in their store and restaurant located in Hazleton, which they blame
on the ordinances."
The Southern District of California
finally concluded that the ordinance in
Escondido poses serious risks to the due
process rights of illegal immigrants under
the Fourteenth Amendment, thereby calling into question the ordinance's constitutionality. Likewise, the Middle District of
Pennsylvania, without being specific, held
that there was "a reasonable likelihood of
success" that the Hazleton ordinance violated the due process clause as well as several other- state and federal constitutional
provisions.

In the midst of calls to address illegal
immigration across the country, the cities
of Escondido, California, and Hazleton,
Pennsylvania, passed ordinances that target those who rent to suspected illegal immigrants. The Escondido ordinance targets
"any person or business that owns a dwelling unit. .. [who] harbor[ s] an illegal alien
in the dwelling unit, knowing or in reckless disregard of the fact that an alien has
come to, entered, or remains in the United
States in violation of law, unless such harboring is otherwise expressly permitted by
federal law." The ordinance allows for suspension of business and rental permits of
those owners who fail to comply with the
ordinance.
The City of Hazleton passed two ordinances. One ordinance requires occupants
of rental property to obtain occupancy permits, which in tum require proof of American citizenship in order to procure the permit. The second, directed at the owners of
rental property, recognizes that "the City ...
is authorized to abate public nuisances and
empowered and mandated by the people of
Hazleton to abate the nuisance of illegal
immigration," and aimed to combat "unlawful employment, the harboring of illegal aliens in dwelling units in the City of
Hazleton, and crime committed by illegal
aliens harm the health, safety and welfare
of authorized US workers and legal residents in the City .... " The ordinance bans
"harboring" illegal immigrants by renting SUPREME COURT UPDATE
property in reckless disregard of their status as illegal aliens. It also prohibits hiring
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW;
illegal immigrants for work or operation of
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
a business.
Several individuals of Latin American
ethnicity as well as Latin American public Massachusetts v. EPA, 05-1120 (Oral
interest groups sued the respective cities. At Arg. Nov. 28, 2006).
this stage, both groups of plaintiffs sought
On November 28, the Supreme Court
temporary restraining orders preventing
received
oral arguments from a number of
the cities from enforcing the ordinances.
states,
as
delivered by the Deputy Attorney
Both courts granted the orders.
General
of
Massachusetts, and the U.S.
In their opinions, both courts devoted
Solicitor
General
in this case. At issue is
significant time to the issue of irreparable
whether
or
not
the
Clean Air Act requires
harm, one of the four major common crite-
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the Environmental Protection Agency to
engage in rulemaking to regulate the emission of greenhouse gases from Americanmanufactured automobiles.
The first issue the court addressed was
whether the plaintiffs actually had standing to bring the suit to compel rulemaking.
A number of the justices focused on the
fact that global warming, the source from
which the plaintiffs suffer harm, constitutes the sort of imminent harm required
for standing. Justice Scalia noted that
emissions from cars on American roads
represent only six percent of total annual
emissions produced, and "only new cars
would be affected ... so even the reduction
of the six percent would take a few years,
wouldn't it?"
Justice Kennedy also showed hesitance to find standing because of the implications for the ultimate issue of global
warming. "[D]on't we have to [find harm
in global warming] in order to decide the
standing argument, because there's no injury if there's not global warming?"
On the other side of the standing issue,
Justice Souter saw a different conclusion in
the plaintiffs' standing: "They don't have to
show that [reduction of vehicle greenhouse
gas emissions] will stop global warming.
Their point is that will reduce the degree
of global warming and likely reduce the
degree of loss [of American coastline],"
a point he considers to be "sufficient" to
show causation and likelihood of redressability.
On the merits, the Court members
showed. different views on the likely magnitude of impact the rulemaking would
have. In questioning the Solicitor General,
Justice Souter politely inquired, "[I]sn't it
intuitively reasonable to suppose that with
some reduction of the greenhouse gases,
there will be some reduction of the ensuing damage or the ensuing climate change
which causes the damage? Isn't that fair?"
On the other hand, Chief Justice Roberts showed disapproval for the states' arguments concerning the worldwide impact
such regulation would have. In response to
the states' contention that American regulation would lead to similar behavior in other
countries, Chief Justice Roberts exclaimed
that such an argument is the "sort of spitting out conjecture on conjecture, the sort
that we disapproved of."

Secondary
Auth.o rity

Price v. Philip Morris Inc., 219 Ill.2d
182 (2005), cert. denied, No. 06-465,
2006 WL 2843774 (U.S. Nov. 27
2006).

Nick is a 3L and can be reached at
nicholas.gaeke@valpo.edu.
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TOBACCO LITIGATION

The U.S. Supreme Court denied the
petition for writ of certiorari to the Supreme Court of Illinois on November 27
in this lawsuit against one of the major
American tobacco companies. Last year,
the Illinois high court considered this case
in which the class ·of approximately 1.14
million plaintiff smokers sued under the
Illinois Consumer Fraud and Deceptive
Business Practices Act as well as the Uniform Deceptive Trade Practices Act. Their
claim alleged that Philip Morris deceived
them in the manuf~cture and marketing of
"light" and "low tar" cigarettes. The deception occurred with the implication that
these types of cigarettes were healthier
than other cigarettes.
After a bench trial with a verdict for
the smokers, the trial court awarded compensatory and punitive damages and prejudgment interest, totaling 10.1 billion dollars. The Supreme Court took the case up
directly from the trial court, and a number
of other parties were allowed to file amicus
briefs.
The Illinois Supreme Court reversed
the trial court's verdict and threw out the
judgment. The court held that the lawsuit
was barred by exemptions in both Acts under which the lawsuit was brought. Those
exemptions make the laws inapplicable to
actions in accord with administrative agencies under the laws of Illinois or the United
States. Since the Federal Trade Commission used and authorized the use by tobacco companies of the terms "light" and "low
tar," this qualified as such an action under
both consumer protection laws.
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Some thoughts for a .
justiciable holiday season
BY NICK GAEKE
Staff Reporter

D

on't worry ... this isn't about
religion ... unless you interpret it
that way.
If we all think hard enough, we can
conceptualize that foggy notion known
as the spirit of the holiday season (formerly known as the Christmas spirit). It is
characterized by giving and receiving. It
is characterized by altruism, charity, and
thanksgiving for that which we have and
for those good graces that surround ~s. In
sum, the spirit is about helping out, giving
to, and looking out for the well being of
others.
This spirit is certainly not lost on
the courts, as we can see from the cases I
have chosen to report. Sure, the Supreme
Court's decision not to take up the Illinois
Philip Morris decision takes the wind
out of the already windless, lung-shaped
sails of millions of smokers. But even the
holidays can still have a grinch.
The spirit can be seen in California
and Pennsylvania, where illegal immigrants will not be made to go cold from
their apartments, or go broke from their
jobs, at least for the time being.
The spirit can be seen in the federal district courthouse in the District of
Columbia, where the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing was ordered to give some
tangible, discernible meaning to the greenback's different denominations, so that
the blind can tell the difference between a
dollar and a hundred dollars.
Some would even argue that, just east
of the United States Capitol Building, and
just a few weeks removed from condemning another man to death by lethal

injection simply because the jury instructions were okay (see Ayers v. Be/montes,
No. 05-493 (U.S. Nov. 13, 2006)), the
· spirit could be found in the hallowed halls
of our nation's highest Court. There, the
justices heard arguments about whether or
not the EPA must stop the greenhouse effect in order to keep the coastline in Massachusetts around for a little bit longer.
On the one hand, I think the currency
and EPA cases come from the department
of I didn't know a court could make that
happen. Some things, after all, truly will
not get resolved until we as individuals start making different choices and
expressing different preferences.
On the other, when you look again at
the currency case, and you look at the Escondido and Hazleton cases, you see the
other side of the holiday spirit equation.
That equation can be stated in the
following sort of way. I for one believe in
the power of the individual. That power
exceeds mere physical disability or brash
desire., That power allows us to make
something of ourselves, and to participate
in things that are or will become bigger
than ~my of us. However, sometimes, we
need to be mindful of those around us, and
make choices, sacrifices, and uses of time
that allow us all to advance as a people, in
the true spirit of the holiday season.
So help a blind person figure out what
bill they are using. Give an illegal immigrant directions if they don't understand
the signs. Walk through the snow if it's
just down the street. And have a safe fun
and blessed holiday season.
'
'
Nick is a 3L and can be reached at
nicholas .gaeke@valpo. edu.
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Letter to
the Editor
FouNDED 1971
MELISSA DuRHAM, Editor in Chief
KRISTEN THOMPSON, Managing Editor
HEATHER MoNTEI, Executive Editor

Indiana Supreme
Court Lecture

EDITORIAL I

Responsibility ... to ourselves, our
family and our community. As lawyers
one of the things we are supposed to
pride ourselves on is our civic duty. This
includes a responsibility to the community in which we live. We should be
involved in the community and involved
in making the community a better place.
As Valparaiso University School of Law
students we have committed to moving to
Valparaiso, Indiana, for at least the three
years that we study here.
Yet, how many of us uphold our commitment of civic duty to the community?
How many of us can say we participate
in anything the Valparaiso community
offers? For that matter, how many of us
uphold that commitment to the University
as a whole or even to the Law School?
As VUSL students we have access to
all events on the main campus. We should
be appearing at these events, making
sure the University recognizes us and our
needs. All we have to do is walk in the
doors and show our ID. Did you know
we had a Nobel Prize winner on campus
this fall? Or that there was an exhibit on
banned books and the First Amendment
this fall? Or how about any of the numerous performances offered by the drama
department? And now that it is Christmas
time, there are opportunities to attend
Christmas concerts, some of which our
professors are performing in. They take
the time to give back to the Valparaiso
University community, so we should take
the time to support them.
If you are not interested in the arts,
then attend one of the University's many
sporting events. When you tell people you

go to Valpo, .the majority of them know
our school because of our basketball team.
And yet, many of us never take the time
to support our team. How many-of us can
say we have actually attended any sporting events while attending VUSL? How
many of us can say the same about our undergraduate school? This week Valparaiso
University played Marquette, which was
ranked number nine in the nation. Sports
may not be life, but it is a way to relieve
stress, and during these finals weeks we
could all use a little stress relief.
Some people give time to the community on their own. They do this without
bragging or asking for recognition, and
whether or not the rest of us care. For that
they should be commended There are
numerous law students who tutor, teach
Sunday school, work at the local shelter,
or take part in other community service
events. When VUSL organizations do ask
for our help, there are not always many
people who are willing or able to help.
Right now we are all busy with finals and
wrapping up the semester, but there are
numerous opportunities to give back to the
community at times other than Thanksgiving and Christmas, both of which fall so
close to the end of the semester.
Some ideas for places to volunteer
or get involved in the community are the
Inns of Court, the school system and the
city council. What the Valparaiso City
Council does can have a direct impact on
the day to day lives oflaw students. Not
all of us have chosen to become involved
in making our school and our community
a better place, but we haven' t missed our
chance yet.

t was interesting reading about the
lecture given by Judge Cabranes,
which I wanted to attend but could
not. Perhaps the protections present under
customary international law were discussed, where a state declining to accept a
custom of international law at its inception
is deemed not to be subjected to that custom. If it wasn't, it should have been. This
adaptation to the application of customary international law is a safeguard, from
abuse, and from something akin to the
disease of the Hegemon (something that
always happens to the hegemonic power
of a given period, where they feel they
can do no wrong, and which ultimately
precedes their downfall). Consent under
International Law is not lightly given, and
is not something that can be given in one
instance, but not in another similar situation where the state is the victim rather
than the violator.
There was a Jessup problem a few
years ago where this was the subject,
which relates to Judge Cabranes's lecture
in another way, where the argument for
the practice of cross border luring was
deemed by a scholar to be validated by
one judgment - from a Yugoslavian Tribunal no less, without a thorough explanation that the International community has
deemed to be required, a point that the
Permanent Eourt of International Justice
discussed in at least one of its cases.
The idea that a voiced objection is
required for a custom not to apply is a
logical requirement. Acquiescence should
be treated as agreement with the practice,
and not as an objection. Not the other way
around. It is only too bad th~t reservations to treaties were not discussed (which
would have made the lecture too long,
probably, were it not discussed).
Terence Nesbit
JD ' 03, VUSL

LETTERS POLICY:
The FORUM reserves the right to
edit any contributions and/or reject
them without notification. Letters
must be limited to 400 words and
columns to either 400 or 800 wotds.
Written contributions must be
typed and include the author's
contact information; law students
must include their year in school.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. When refering to specific articles, please include the date and title.
Contributions can be sent to:
The FORUM, 656 S. Greenwich
Street, Valparaiso, IN 46383 ; via
e-mail at forum@valpo.edu; or
in hard copy to The FORUM's
mailbox located in the SBA office.

forum@valpo.edu
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Holiday tips from the SBA

f

~

I

Student Bar
Association

Aaron

.
T

Beck

he semester is almost done and believe it or not, you're one semester
closer to graduating from Valpo
Law. On behalf of the SBA, I would like
to wish you best of luck on all your finals.
Here's some advice on how to spend your
long Christmas Break.
First, after your last final, don't forget
immediately about school. Remember to
sell those books back soon (unless you're
questioning if you passed the final). The
sooner you sell your books back, the

Valparaiso, or any part of Indiana, for
more money you will have to enjoy that
that matter, understand that New Year's
first night of not having to read Civil
Eve falls on a Sunday. Hopefully, most
Procedure, Con Law, or any of your other
of you don't know that bars have to close
favorite topics. If you are computer savvy
at midnight on Sundays, but here's the
and are willing to take the chance of your
warning. My advice to you staying around
books not selling immediately, check out
here is to find a great party at one of your
ebay.com or amazon.com. Usually, you
friends' houses or go across the border
can sell them for a few bucks more online
to Illinois (the bars really don't close
and you don't have ttl give those pesky
there). Another alternative is to follow the
profits to the bookstore.
Nebraska Cornhuskers to Dallas, Texas. I
Once you get that cold hard cash for
don't advise you to follow Notre Dame to
your books, consume with care. Even
their BCS game, because you will only be
though you don't have to read tomorrow,
disappointed. They will lose their, what,
the local authorities won't understand that
11th bowl game in a row.
you just killed yourself for three months
Amidst the worrying about grades,
(or at least three days) and need one night
Christmas Break is a great time to send
to unwind. Also, on the topic of alcohol
out resumes to firms and do some netconsumption, have a great New Year's
Eve. If you are planning on staying around working in your desired location after .

graduation. After you finish your last final,
stop by the Career Planning Center or see
your LexisNexis representative to learn
how to run a search for attorneys in a
specific area. You may even be able to find
a few Valpo alumni in your area.
Ultimately, enjoy your break from
school. I would like to say don't worry
about your grades, but I know that won't
happen. Remember this though: No matter
how much you worry, your grades will not
change. Don't let your worrying ruin your
extended break from law school.

Happy Holidays!!!
Aaron is a 3L and can be reached at
aaron. beck@valpo. edu.

Moot Court goes national
BY DEVONDOLYN SIMMONS
Associate Justice for
Interschool Competitions
he end of the Fall semester signals
many things: the first finals period
for 1Ls, that 'last hurdle' for December graduates, and the beginning of
the Moot Court Interschool Competitions
Season.
This year will be very exciting for
the society. As we continue to grow in
number and prestige, we are afforded the
luxuries of adding new competitions and
topics that address member demands. And
thanks to the administration's confidence
in the potential of the members of Moot
Court, the society has an opportunity to
send more teams to competitions than ever
before. Eleven teams will travel to eight
competitions across the nation to represent Valpo. The competitors were chosen
based upon dedication to the society as
well as their performance in the Luther M.
Swygert Competition.
Traveling national teams typically
consist of two Moot Court members who
work together to compose an appellate

T

brief based on a problem compiled and
distributed by competition organizers.
After the brief is submitted, the team,
under the guidance of a society coach,
has approximately one month to practice
for both on-brief and off-brief arguments.
The society works together as a whole to
judge and help participants prepare for
their oral arguments. :etactice rounds are
judged by the team's society coach, fellow
Moot Court members, Moot Court faculty
advisor Paul Kelly and various faculty
members.
After months of preparation, the team
then travels to its competition to participate against 20-30 Moot Court teams from
law schools across the nation. A competition typically lasts for a weekend and
rounds are usually judged by prestigious
state appellate and supreme court judges,
practicing attorneys and distinguished
faculty from the surrounding area of the
host university. Awards are given for
Best Oralist, Best Petitioner Brief, Best
Respondent Brief and Best Team.
The following members will represent Valpo at national competitions in the
2006-2007 school year:

Kimberly Stevens (3L) and Andrew
Lucas (2L) will attend the 17th Annual
National First Amendment Moot Court
Competition in Na$hville, Tennessee.
Meghan Tweed (2L ), Alissa Wetzel
(2L), Ashley Kutz (2L) and Corinne Ross
(2L) will attend the 22nd Annual William
E. McGee National Civil Rights Competition in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Alaina Kennedy (3L) and DeVondolyn Simmons (3L) will attend the 6th
Annual National Constitutional Law Competition in Virginia Beach, Virginia.
Andrew Asma (3L), Bradford Shively
(3L), Eric Stoegbauer (3L) and Tesa
Zimmerman (3L) will attend the Luke C.
Moore Civil Rights National Moot Court
Competition in Washington, D.C.
Melanie Scott (3L) and Georgi anne
Siepka (3L) will attend the 23rd Annual
Cardozo/BMI Entertainment and Communications Law Competition in New York,
·
NewYork.
Alger Boswell (2L), Thomas Jacobson (3L), Kathryn Shelly (2L) and Jennifer Kolker (2L) will attend the Evans A.
Evans Constitutional Law Competition in
Madison, Wisconsin.

Izabela Bebekoski (2L) and Andrew
Palmison (2L) will attend the 20th Annual
August A. Rendigs Jr. National Products
Liability Competition in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Members will be traveling throughout the duration of the spring semester.
Practice oral argument rounds are open
for students who wish to learn more about
the society or wish to prepare for their
upcoming 1L oral arguments. Check your
Valpo e-mail for updates on the success
of sodety members in their competitions.
Thank you to all the members of Moot
Court who give so much to the success
of our traveling teams. Good luck and Go
Valpo!
De Vondolyn is a 3L and the 4ssociate
Justice for Interschool Competitions.
She may be reached at
devondolyn.simmons@valpo.edu.
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Life with lawyers
BY CHARISSE DENGLER
Lawcrossing.com

ne thing you may not think about while preparing
to become a lawyer is how you're going to deal
with lawyers. This may seem like a ridiculous
thing to consider, but it's not. As a lawyer, you will be
dealing with other lawyers on a daily basis; and it's a
good idea to be prepared for the different situations and
personality types you might encounter. Your responses to
others will have a great deal to do with shaping your own
persona.
As you begin your career, you will likely be placed
in situations with lawyers whose motives and ethics you
question. Also, you will have many interactions with
attorneys who run the gamut from arrogant know-it-alls
to slimy sleazeballs. When this happens, there are two
things you should keep in mind.
The first is this: Be cautious around obnoxious personalities. rviany of these lawyers may be waiting to take
advantage of your new-attorney status.
The best way to prepare for something like this and
ensure that you are not taken advantage of is to get in
the habit of documenting every single thing you do, to
the point of ridiculousness. That way, if someone tries
to blame you for something or tries to make him/herself
look good by making you look bad, you will have the
documentation to validate yourself.
Also, it's a good idea to always keep your supervising attorneys informed of what you are doing. Having the
added accountability factor will keep you honest and will

0

serve as another form of documentation. It will also make
it easier to avoid malpractice suits, any new attorney's
worst nightmare.
The second thing to keep in mind is this: Every
interaction with an attorney is a chance for growth. For
example, if you meet someone who really gets on your
nerves, the best possible thing you can do is learn from
him/her how not to get on people's nerves. Let your
everyday experiences with others in the legal field shape
you into the attorney you want to be by incorporating the
positive aspects of interactions and learning from the bad.
When dealing with opposing counsels as well as
those attorneys within your own firm, be professional.
Even when you may feel like sticking out your tongue,
doing the ha-ha-I-won-and-you-didn't dance, or simply
slapping someone upside the head, check yourself. Cultivate mature relationships with other lawyers, and you
will gain respect in return.
It may help to view your opposing counsel as a
person, instead of strictly the enemy. He/She is simply
doing his/her absolute best to win the case for his/her client-same as you.
However, this does not mean you should not be clever and cunning in your fight for the rights of your client.
It only means that you should be professional. There is no
shame in knowing what you want and doing everything
you can to get it. Just be sure to steer a wide berth around
childish and unethical behavior, both of which will bring
about negative consequences.
One of the best strategies is to hone shrewd lawyering skills, but to keep them hidden until the most opportune time-the time when they will best be used to the

Designer Shoes &: Apparel for Men & Women
11 Washington Street • (219) 462-7178 • Mon I Fri 11 am - 6pm • Sat 11 am - Spm

V. U. Students & Staff take

off any regularly priced item

advantage of your client. This will give you the upper
hand when dealing with loud and obnoxious attorneys.
The element of surprise that goes along with knowing
precisely when to burst forth with ferocity on behalf of
your client will go a long way toward winning casesmuch further than an eternally abrasive personality.
Bill Piatt, Dean of St. Mary's University School of
Law, thinks that the reputation of lawyers is something
the legal community should be concerned about, and
he thinks rebuilding the reputation should start in law
school.
"I think that we're going to have to improve the image of lawyers," he said. "It's not always the fault ofthe
legal profession that people think less of us. We, after all,
have to stand up and assist people in very stressful situations; but I think we have to make sure that the people
we let in are, number one, intellectually the best and the
brightest. And then, to the extent that we can, we have to
make sure that morally they're the best and the brightest.
I really strongly believe in the role of law schools and
the bar in making sure that attorneys are not only legally
competent, but morally competent to practice law."
Now is the best time to start preparing yourself for
life outside legal academia. Take some time to consider
the attorney you are going to be and how you are going to
treat others. The legal profession will thank you for it.

Charisse Dengler is a staff writer for Lawcrossing.com,
a legal job website.
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Nervous system
negotiations
Ryan
Abresch
yan: So, uh, hey how's it going?
Brain: Well hi, Ryan. I haven't seen you in a
while!
Ryan: I was in the neighborhood, you know, so I thought
I'd drop by.
Brain: You thought you'd drop by, huh? Just to be nice I
suppose, right?
Ryan: Yeah.
Brain: Really? You know why I think you're here, Ryan?
Ryan: Why?
Brain: Well, it is getting near the end of the semester and
I know that you haven't studied worth a damn. So, I think
that you are beginning to freak out about your upcoming
exams like you always do. As usual you dropped by hoping that your old buddy Brain can swoop in on his gallant
white steed and save the day for you once again. Sound
about right, Princess?
Ryan: You're a real jerk, do you know that?
Brain: Calling me names is not going to get you a passing grade on your Gifts and Estate final. You better check
your tone or I'll make sure that in addition to failing all
of your finals, you lose control of your bowels while you
take them.
Ryan: I'm sorry. But seriously, do you think you could
help me out? I have only three weeks left and I have no
idea what's going on. What's an above the line deduction?
Brain: I won't help you out for free. This isn't UNICEF,
here. I'm not running some sort of charity. What can you
give me for my services?
Ryan: Alright Brain, I don't like you, and you don't like
me. But if you help get me through this I promise I will
get back to killing you with beer.
Brain: That is an excellent and pertinent Simpson's
quote, Ryan. But as much as I like being boozed up, I
don't know if I am really keen on the idea of you killing
me with alcohol.
Ryan: How about if I just get you really drunk after the

R

last exam instead?
Brain: So in exchange for my helping get you through
your exams, you are going to get me drunk?
Ryan: Yeah, pretty much.
Brain: You're not the sharpest knife in the drawer, Ryan,
but I' 11 be damned if you don't know me better than I
know myself. How drunk are we talking?
Ryan: I'm not sure. How drunk are you tlying to get?
Brain: I want you to get me super drunk. I want you to
get me Billy-Joel-behind-the-wheel-of-a-car drunk. I
want to be Joe-Namath-talking-to-an-ugly-sideline-reporter-drunk. Get me Every-facet-of-Tara-Reid's-dailylife-drunk. Make me Ryan-Abresch-on-Cinco-de-Mayo2000-drunk.
Ryan: Man, are you crazy! I could have been arrested on
that Cinco de Mayo! I threw a couch out of a third story
window! Thank God I only maimed my roommate's cat.
We are not getting that drunk again.
Brain: Listen up you little ingrate, you're not the one
who is expected to remember the intricacies of the generation skipping transfer tax or be able to write ad nauseum about the limited "nature of procedural due process
in the setting of exclusion or deportation cases! I'll have
my ass on the line out there! That stuff is going to be hell
to learn and it is boring. I do NOT want to remember any
of it after your last exam on December 15. Get rne drunk
dammit!
Ryan: Okay, settle down Poindexter. How about a compromise? We get drunk enough to disappoint my parents,
but not so drunk that we would wind up in the Porter
County Jail, or God forbid, the Lake County Jail.
Brain: Alright, deal. What are you going to get me drunk
on?
Ryan: How about forties?
Brain: Malt Liquor?! I'm your brain, not a homeless
man. Do you have any respect for me at all? I let that
crap slide in undergrad, but dammit, you're going to be
a lawyer! You're boozing me up with single malt scotch.
Nothing less!
Liver: Hell yeah!
Ryan: Stay out of this you lush, or so help me I'll throw
an MD 20/20 in the dishwasher and you'll be processing
warm Mad Dog for the next month. It'll be pledging all
over again.

Liver: You're on your own Brain.
Ryan: And I am not buying Single Malt. You're not
Rockefeller's brain. You are the brain of a broke law
student. How about some bourbon instead? Brownest of
the brown liquors?
Brain: Again, nice Simpson's quote. How about Jack
Daniels?
Ryan: That's a little too risky. Dave Attell said that Jack
Daniels is the type of drink that should come with bail
money, and I'm inclined to agree with him. We've had
too many bad nights on Jack.
Brain: Wild Turkey?
Ryan: I think I can handle some Wild Turkey.
Brain: So the agreement is in exchange for my helping
you study for your exams you will get me drunk off of a
bottle of Wild Turkey after your last exam on December
15th?
Ryan: Yes. What should we do for consideration?
Brain: We don't need to do anything. An exchange of
promises is su~cient enough for consideration. That's a
tip 1L's, write it down. ·
Ryan: How did you remember that?
Brain: Easy. I expect you'll come crawling back to me
in J.une, so I have already started studying for the Bar for
you.
Ryan: Thanks, buddy! I really do appreciate it.
Brain: You sure as hell better, because it's going take
more than single malt scotch to make us even for that
monstrosity. Oh and Ryan, the agreement we just made
did not specify which type of Wild Turkey you were to
buy. We're drinking the 101.
Ryan: Damn, he's good!

Ryan is a 3L and can be reached at
william.abresch@valpo. edu.
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Quality holiday films for the recuperating law student
Michelle
L. Spezia
ou can forgo seeing the new
holiday films coming out in
theatres this season, because they
look like the same worn-out ideas the
studios do every year (did we really need
to see Tim Allen once again exploring the
apparently complex legal ramifications
of becoming St. Nick?). Instead, a trip to
the video store will outfit you with some
classics that you can watch curled up in
front of the fire with a cup of cocoa. There
are excellent films for the whole family,
which should even entertain the ever-critical lawyer.

Y

The "Spirit"
National Lampoons Christmas Vacation
(1989)
Everyone needs a Griswold Family
Christmas. Clark (Chevy Chase) tries (and
fails) to keep his cool while his plans for a
perfect Christmas go awry. His Christmas
bonus is cancelled, and his home is invaded by Cousin Eddie (Randy Quaid) and
various ne'er-do-well relatives. Explosions, fires, broken glass, old fruit cake,
staple guns and a renegade squirrel fill this
Christmas staple. Written by John Hughes,
Christmas Vacation will not djsappoint.
(Eggnog or Wassail is optional.)

;

The Essential Family Classic
The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992)
The Muppet Christmas Carol is an
authentic retelling of the Dickens story
by Dickens himself (or, Gonzo), starring
Oscar winner Michael Caine as Ebenezer
Scrooge. Caine is scary and brilliant as
Scrooge, but Kermit the Frog steals the
show as the lovable Bob Cratchit. The
best part of this film is the original soundtrack, filled with infectious and well-written songs. The ghost characters are perfect, and make Scrooge's transformation

seamless. Overall, the entire family wjll
love this movie. "After all, there's only
one more sleep 'til Christmas ... "

The Grinch
Dr. Seuss 'How the Grinch Stole
Christmas ( 1966)
The bitter Grinch hates Christmas and
steals all ofWhoville's holiday paraphernalia in order to prevent the celebration
from happening. Yet, all of the presents,
lights, trees, and Christm~s roast beasts
are not necessary for the Whos to experience the joy of the season. Narrated by
Boris Karloff, this animated film is another family classic and enjoyable for all.

TheBBGun
A Christmas Story (1983)
Ralphie must have his Red Rider BB gun
for Christmas, and must convince the
whole world just how badly he needs it,
against all opposition. A Christmas Story
captures the all-American Christmas in
the 1940s, and the childhood yearning and
anticipation for that special toy. It is smart,
hilarious and done with a child's perspective. We empathize with Peter Billingsley
as Ralphie and w~nt him to get that gun!

The Meaning of Christmas
A Charlie Brown Christmas (1965)

Tim Burton's characters and story culminate in a visual masterpiece ofholiday
confusion. Director Henry Celiac captures
a classic Burton atmosphere of whimsical
darkness with heart. Jack Skellington, the
Pumpkin King of the Town of Halloween,
is bored with his holiday and stumbles
upon the door that leads to Christmas
Town. He is fascinated by the happiness
and decorations, and tries to recreate it in
Halloween, but nearly destroys his new
favorite holiday in the process. The music
is fun, and moves the highly imaginative
film. The Nightmare Before Christmas is a
dream worth watching.

The Faith
Miracle on 34th Street (1947)
The stand-in Santa at the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade ends up being the real
thing. Natalie Wood is the precocious
Susan Walker who eventually learns to
believe. Miracle on 34th Street brings
back the childhood innocence and faith of
Christmas. The film illuminates the wisdom of children, and their natural ability
to trust and have faith without being jaded
by cynical society.

The Invaluable Misfit
Rudolph The.Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964)
The stop-motion animation with Rudolph
and the misfit toys takes us through a
particularly blustery Christmas night.
Narrated by Burl Ives as Sam the Snowman, we see Rudolph overcome prejudice
and saving Christmas by lighting the way
for Santa's sleigh. The film has inspired
ornaments and toys of the characters. I
caught my college roommates watching it
on more than one occasion, and I did not
hesitate to join them.

Charlie Brown struggles with the materialism and commercialism of the holiday
season as he directs the school Christmas play in the most popular animated
incarnation of Charles Shultz's Peanuts
gang. He finds the meaning of Christmas
in a sickly little fir tree weighed down by
a single ornament, and anchored by Linus'
favorite blanket. This animated classic
refrains from hiding a message, and goes
to the heart of what Christmas is all about.
The Song
· Holiday Inn (1942)
However, it is ·ironic that one can now
buy replicas of the tree and the blanket at
White Christmas (1954)
Urban Outfitters. Charlie Brown would
not approve!
In Holiday Inn, we first hear the Oscar
winning Irving Berlin song "White ChristThe Darker Route to the Meaning of
mas," which-inspired the later film by the
Christmas
same name. Both feature Bing Crosby, roThe Nightmare Before Christmas (1993)
mance, song and dance. Both films boast

a bygone inn that transports us to 1940s
elegance, and Holiday Inn even inspired
the hotel chain. I prefer the simplicity of
Holiday Inn, but I will not neglect the
White Christmas lovers.

The Love
Love Actually (2003)
The romantic comedy follows couples
dealing with the trials and tribulations of
love during the Christmas season. The cast
includes stars Hugh Grant, Liam Neeson,
Colin Firth, Emma Thompson, Alan Rickman, and Keira Knightly just to name a
few. The ending is incredibly happy and
full of Christmas joy. Director Richard
Curtis has control of the genre and wraps
a lovely package.

The Family
Little Women (1994)
Director Gillian Armstrong creates modem women out of this classic novel, and
elicits beautiful performances from everyone. Susan Sarandon is Marmee, a loving
mother who teaches her daughters to be
~trong and independent. Winona Rider (Jo
March), Clare Danes (Beth), and Kirsten
Dunst (young Amy) give notable performances as difficult characters. The farllily
adds and loses members, but they retain
. their spirit and sense of service to others.

Finally, an Obscure and Subtle Christmas Film
Its A Wonderful Life (1946)
An AFI favorite, Frank Capra's film is undoubtedly one of the first that people think
of when asked about Christmas movies.
George Bailey (James Stewart) discovers
that his life is valuable after help from his
guardian angel, Clarence, who finally gets
his wings when the bell rings. Love it or
not, you will almost certainly come across
it at some point over the holiday.
Enjoy the escape and Merry Christmas!

Michelle is a 3L and can be reached at
michelle.spezia@valpo. edu.
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lEGAllY BRUNmE & BRUNmER
Advice for
Law School &
Life
By Ben Barfell and
Eric Stoegbauer
Q: Exams are here, what do I do? College didn't pre-

pare me for anything, and I have absolutely no sense
of personal responsibility! Help! -Anonymous, 1-3L,
Everytown, America.
A: Exams are here again, indeed. Many new students feel
the highs and the lows associated with this magic time,
and many near-graduating students feel... something. .
Maybe. Or maybe that's just the scabies- I don't know,
I'm not a doctor. Regardless, it is good for everyone to
be aware of various study strategies and coping mt?chanisms during this historically tense time of year. First
thing: Cram. Cram. Cram. A recent survey has shown that
simply reading an outline (or some other type of course
summary) over and over again before a test ensures that
the material will stay fresh in the mind for 18 hours. No
exam is that long, score. Second, ask upper-level students for their outlines or study materials; they obviously
passed, and what are the chances that their outlines would
be anything other than their own diligent work product,
and not something that they unquestioningly accepted
from upper-level students when they were lLs, having
absolutely no idea as to the accuracy or trustworthiness
of the material on which they were about to rely? Not
friggin' likely! Finally, learn to bury your feelings of
inadequacy, or that you should have attended class more,
or paid attention during lectures instead of checking to

your life with it.
2. Throw a holiday-themed party requiring a dress code.
If you think no one will come to a party you throw, please
ask someone else to have it. There are few things better
in life than some egg-nog, turtleneck-sweaters and latenight caroling. A holiday vest and dancing also helps.
Have music, take pictures.
3. Practical gifts are nice. And funny.
4. Decorate someone else's place. This may require a
loose interpretation of breaking and entering laws. But,
hey, it's the holidays, who's gonna prosecute? Remembe~
to be sensitive to religious differences.
5. Throw snowballs at children, the elderly and pretty
ladies (or men). This not only gives the thrower arejuvenated feeling, but in tum, allows the hitee to know
someone is thinking of them. However, no one wants to
be hit in the face with an ice ball, so be warned.
6. Place mistletoe everywhere and brush your teeth.
It is our contention that 'those who come back to the Vale
with having completed all six aforementioned suggestions will have had a most excellent holiday break. Hard
facts and countless years compiling empirical data indiQ: Even though everyone is wrapped up in the hullabaloo of finals and playing grown-up, I was wondering cates that the more you do for others, the better you feel
about yourself. Curly, keep it real. You seem to have your
if you had any suggestions on how I could spread on
head firmly upon your shoulders - - so much better than
some serious holiday cheer this break? - Curly Q., 2L
some of your colleagues who have theirs, anatomically,
A: Thanks for asking Curly. As law school journalists, we somewhere else.
get so bogged down with technical questions about FRCP
From Legally Brunette and Brunetter, have a wonderful
12(b)(6) or FRE 702, it is nice to attend to the human
break. We look forward to seeing all of you (right) when
component of law students' lives. Although the followwe get back!
ing is by no means an exhaustive list of ways to better
humankind during the holiday season, sticking to these
This message was approved by Ben and Eric and was
suggestions will fulfill your need to be cheery:
brought to you by Legally Brunette and Brunetter. Feel
1. Offer the first unfortunate (bum) you come across a
significant cash gift. Do not fret whether said unfortunate free to e-mail more questions to either Ben or Eric at
ben.barfell@gmail.com or eric.stoegbauer@valpo.edu.
will buy liquor with your donation. It is no different than
taking the $20 your grandmother gave you and buying
some Boone's Farm with it. If it does bother you, take the
$20 your grandmother gave you, buy a suit and change

see if Marsha added you as a friend or tagged you in a
picture. Push out of your head those thoughts that asking
a question in class could have cleared up this now gnawing uncertainty that is somehow not explained in your set
of SpeedLaw:LawOnSpeed:TheFlashCard! flash cards.
Marsha DID add you as a friend, she DID tag you in
that awesome beach pic, and asking questions is EMHARASSING ... these things are important! Once those
doubts and worries are suppressed into the wine cellar of
your subconscious, you shouid have no trouble with the
two or three all-nighters ahead of you. Now, to cope with
this time of year, it's simple: indulge in social behavior. Nothing stimulates the brain more than some good
old-fashioned beer pong. Or upside-down margaritas. Or
Jagermeister and bacon.
Quit complaining and study! Seriously, stop reading this
right now and study. You're still reading this you colossal
jackass- STOP! In the immortal words of Joey Gladstone, "Cut. I!. Out." Ok, if you don't stop immediately,
I'll seriously cut out your brain like Sylar from "Heroes."

Serving faculty, staff
and students

Inn at Aberdeen, Ltd.
Bed & Breakfast, Conferences and Parties
Special Campu.~ lfisit, Seeing tlte Kids, After the BIG Game or Anytime
Enjoy your own suite, host your own party,
and enjoy wine tasting and mysteries
II Suites each with private bath, Jacuzzi for two, fireplace, TV, balcony,
Lazy ceiling fans and king or queen beds. Free Wi-Fi throughout the property.
Enjoy evening dessert, unlimited snacks, beverages and a full breakfast too.
3158 South State Road 2
Valparaiso, TN 46385

(219) 465-3753

See us c1t:
lNH'\V.innataberdeen.con1
Check availcJbiliti · c1nd resen eon-line

We've got
convenience
and savings
"in the BAG!"

• Free ATMs in Indiana
• Loan Rewards
• Internet Banking
• Competitive Rates

®

La-Porter
Federal Credit Union
Near Campus (219) 462-7805

www.la-porter.com
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etcetera
The Best
Bang
for Your

Buck
How to Dig-Up Holiday Cheer
~Alltln!rlGreeneandEBNewberry

No matter what holiday you celebrate finals will tear
down the seasonal spirit!! Rebuild as follows:

Types of Gatherings
Movie Bang - Get festive by inviting your friends over
for a festive flick! Get creative by incorporating a cocktail - we suggest something warm or minty.
Pot Luck Bang- No, this doesn't include swapping your
keys! Instead take a break from studying to chow down
with friends on some good food! Have everyone bring a
dish and enjoy! Accent with festive music and embrace
cultural differences.
Cocktail Variety Bang- Have everyone bring the fixing
for their favorite cocktail! This is a great way to have a
large variety of drink supplies and relax after the stress of
finals! Accent with some snacks and festive lighting!
•)

Crafty Gift Bang - Gifts are best when there's thought
behind them! If you have a creative idea for a great gift
have a group of people over and teach your friends! It's a
great way to share an idea and supply your friends with a
great cheap gift! We recommend jewelry making!

Types of Gathering Activities
Ornament Exchange Bang - Set a price and have everyone bring an ornament! We recommend drawing names
at the party. An ornament exchange can be a great way to
get a gift that can stay with you for years.
Gift Exchange Bang- Let's face it, we're all strapped
for cash right now. We recommend a lower limit in the
area <?f $10-$15. Remember that creativity means more
than the dollar amount! We recommend purchasing
scratch-off lottery tickets for lower amount gift exchange
gifts!
Tree Decorating Bang - Supply the trimmings and the
atmosphere and have your best law school buddies over
for some festivities! We don't all have the time or space
for a tree, so if you do, SHARE!
However you celebrate, we hope that your holidays are
bangin'! Good luck with finals!
Andrea is a 2L and can be reached at
andrea.greene@valpo. edu. E. B. is also a 2L and can be
reached at ellen. newberry@valpo. edu.

t seems like the semester just started. I still remember
when I first moved to Valparaiso and went to my first
civil procedure class. The cases were written in a
language I did not know and somehow they have all been
miraculously translated to English over the past two and a
half years. And even though it seems that sometimes time
stood still, the end of this journey has come much sooner
than I expected.
I learned a lot while being here. I learned to find
the best in places and people. Valparaiso may be comprised of a small area but the people here have very kind
hearts. The things I have been able to do here are unique
and would not have been possible in most other places.
Most importantly, the education I have received here will
change my life and my future.
A lot of people have made this journey possible and
many more have made everyday worthwhile during my
time here. I will keep the friends I have made here for a
long time to come and some of my professors have left
lasting impressions that I will always try to build upon as
I enter my career. The Forum and its staff have given me
the extraordinary opportunity to express my thoughts to
a mass audience and the communication from my readers
gave me a reason to keep writing.
My family and friends at home have also put up with
my constant absence and I hope to make up for that as I
come back home after graduation. Most of all my mom
and dad have supported me in every way throughout my
time here. Without them, I do not think I would be able to
have the life I live.
When I think of the last couple of years, I cannot say
that I am not glad it is coming to an end, but I will miss
the people I met here. I think most law students would
agree that while law school is an extraordinary learning
experience that cannot be replicated by doing anything
else, it is also an experience that should only be had once.
It was hard and at times it was extremely difficult to think
of the next day much less the next month or semester. But
now that it is all over; it is somewhat bittersweet that it
has come to an end in such a short period of time. There
will never again be a first case, an 8 am class or losing
sleep over a first final exam ... or last final.
As a 1L, I started at The Forum by writing articles
about preparation for the bar exam and I end this journey
by realizing I couldn't have had a better experience while
I was here.

I

Marina is a 3L and can be reached at
marina. ricci@valpo.edu.
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Professor Profiles
By Oliver Bateman
1r- --------------------------------------------------~r
I

!
!

l
l

Professor Jere my Telman

l

and unpredictable progression, so I was always on
edge in his class.

What was your least favorite law school class?
Let's just say I still break into cold sweats whenever I hear the word "Erie."

ll
!
l

l!

until his death in 1973. In the English-speaking world, it
seems to me there are different twentieth centuries. In the
second half of the twentieth century, I think we started off
with H.L.A. Hart dominating the discourse but Richard
Posner has now become inescapable.

Do you have any law revieyv article recommendations for
students interested in your area of study?
!
For students interested in contracts, I highly recommend
!
l
Foundation Press's Contracts Stories, edited by Douglas
!
l
Baird, which collects law review articles that tell the
l
;
!
story behind famous contracts cases. The articles are all
ll
fascinating and entertaining and they really help one to
1
understand
both the development of doctrine and the
l
!
practical challenges that arise in the litigation context.
l
l
l
Who was the most influential legal thinker of the
In the business associations areas, I recommend works
!
l
of Stephen Bainbridge and Lucian Bebchuk, who are the
twentieth century?
i!
Funny you should ask. I am working on a series
Scylla and Charybdis, between which my scholarship in
l
l
of
articles
on
the
Austrian
legal
positivist
Hans
that
area steers.
~------------------------------------------- - -------~
Kelsen.
In
2000,
the
New
York
Times
named
him
For
an
overview of the field of public international law, I
What was your favorite law school class?
of
the
twentieth
century.
the
most
influential
legal
theorist
always
recommend Thomas Franck, Fairness in InterI don't think I had a favorite law school class. My favornational Law and Institutions, and Chayes and Chayes,
I do not think there would be much debate about that
ite instructor was my Contracts professor, Liam Murphy.
claim anywhere on continental Europe or Latin America, - The New Sovereignty. Both books (which evolved
I enjoyed my Contracts class immensely just because I
but Kelsen would have a hard time breaking into the top
loved to listen to him talk and I enjoyed his very mild yet
ten in the United States, _despite the fact that he lived
focused interactions with students. My Torts professor
and taught here (after fleeing Nazi Germany) from 1940
was hilarious, but he cold-called students in a rapid-fire
see PROFESSOR page 17

l

Do you have any bar examil'}ation tips for 3Ls?
I am afraid not. I do not think there are tricks for
passing the bar or tricks for doing well in law
school. You just have to pay attention in your bar
review class, study with reasonable diligence and
remember to bring your number two pencils on
test day.

1
!

lr ---------------------------------------------------~!

!
~

l
l
i
l

l

:
i
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!
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!
l
I
!

Professor Richard Stith

asked us to write him our thoughts in response, if

1 we wished, and my letter to him (against technology) eventually got published in France as Contre
Ia Connaisance Calculatrice. (I had gone to Paris
to learn from the student revolutionaries who had
seized the Latin Quarter.) I think his course and
my response would have set the direction for my
whole life if I had not later felt forced by Roe v.
Wade to back up and work to restore simple human equality.

What was your leqst favorite law school class?
Property, taught by Quentin Johnstone. I had
lI
a vague feeling that Professor Reich's course
!
!
didn't count as a true Property course. (I don't
l!
recall
anything in Reich's course about property,
!
l
except
that Professor Reich seemed to be against
l
!
it.) I figured I should take the real thing. Besides
!
~
~
which, one of my gurus (Karl Marx) had said that
~- --------------------------------------------------~
property relations are key to understanding the
What was your favorite law school class?
human condition, so I wanted to see how those old feudal
Before I answer, let me warn you that I went to law
estates had operated and endured to the present, along
school in the 60s, a time like none before or since. My
with capitalist individualism. But Professor Johnstone
favorite was Property, a four-hour course taught by
turned out to be a legal realist of the empirical sort who
Charles Reich. He announced beforehand that there were
was mainly interested in low-level social engineering.
no requirements and that everyone would get a B+, so it
We spent most of the semester on zoning and never once
had a very large enrollment. But it was a lot of fun. We
mentioned contingent remainders or anything else amazread pop fiction like One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest
ing (which is what I looked for in a course). So I still
and Catch-22, as well as the draft chapters of his book
don't know much about property, even though I've taken
The Greening ofAmerica. We felt like Columbus or
eight hours of it!
somebody else about to discover a whole new world. He
~

Do you have any bar examination tips for 3Ls?
Prepare. I did nothing else for a month beforehand,
abandoning my wife, my daughter and life itself. (The
only nice thing was that I finally learned a little bit about
property law, though I quickly forgot it).
Who was the most influential legal thinker of the twentieth century?
Just as Nietzsche set the terms for life without God, Justice 0. W. Holmes Jr. did so for life without law.
Do you have any law review article recommendations for
students interested in your area ofstudy?
Holmes' little essay entitled ''Natural Law."
What is your favorite class to teach?
I couldn't say. I truly love all my teaching, every course
and every class. There's nothing as exhilarating as helping students to gain significant insights into the course
subject matter and into the life they have chosen, waking
them to amazing new dimensions of the legal world.
Wh.at is the one elective course that every law student
should elect to take?
Probably Public International Law.
Who will win the 2008 presidential election?
One of the bad guys, because the good guys won't get
nominated.
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Student Profiles
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By Heather Montei, Executive Editor

Family: Mom- Joni; Step-Dad- Kurt; Dad, Ed; Step-momAngie; Brothers - Ben and Christopher, Sisters - Amanda and
Kate; Boyfriend -Tyson; Puppy - Nala Pretty.

Family: Dad; Mom; Brother- Chase; Fiance -Jay; Ollie -The
Coolest Dog Ever

Family: Dad- Bob; Mom- DeeDee; Brother- Nick; Sister- Erin

What made you decide to go to law school? I woke up
one morning and said,"l think I'll go to law school today" (a
Ia Legally Blonde). Actually I've "always known" I'd go to law
school.

judge without being a lawyer first.

What made you decide to go to law school? My probationers kept coming to me for legal advice instead of their attorneys.

What is your dream job for after graduation? Any job that

What is your dream job for after graduation? At this point

What is your dream job for after graduation? To be hired
as an attorney in a small firm in a town not bigger than
45,000 doing estate planning and probate administration ....
or being a wedding planner, which ever works out first.

What class next semester are you looking forward to the
most? Pre-trial ... no final!

What made you decide to go to law school? You can't be a

What class next semester are you looking forward to the
most? Estate planning!
What do you think of John Kerry being voted last in likable politicians? After working in a state senate, I know
that you have to have charisma and he has none, so it makes
sense.

Would you fly British Airways in the wave of radiation poisonings they've had? Urn, no.

pays

enou~h

to pay the loans back.

What do you think of John Kerry being voted last in likable politicians? Hilarious, yet true!

in my law school journey let's just say I'd be thrilled to pass
the bar & be working, period.

What class next semester are you looking forward to the
most? Torts
What do you think of John Kerry bei"g voted last in likable politicians? I think that's silly ... I've worked in D.C. and

Would you fly British Airways in the wave of radiation poisonings they've had? (No answer, the editors assume Cassie

trust me, there are many politicians I find less likable.

is an undercover spy who doesn't want to admit she has to fly
British. Airways for work all the time).

Would you fly British Airways in the wave of radiation
poisonings they've had? Why not ... it can't be worse than
Southwest.

What do you think of the recent reports that stress can
actually be good for you? Well, then I ought to be much
healthier.

What do you think of the recent reports that stress can
actually be good for you? As a procrastinator, I do my best
work under stressful conditions.

Any last minute study suggestions for finals? Don't freak
What do you think of the recent reports that stress can
actually be good for you? Well let's hope for our sake that

out, it's only your WHOLE grade.

it's true.

Do you think Playstation 3 is worth $599.00? If you buy me

hardly in a place to offer advice.
one, I'll let you know.

Any last minute study suggestions for finals? Find someone who isn't a CPA but who is tax savvy to bring into the Fed
Tax final.

Winter, the best time of the year or what was I thinking
attending school in the snow belt? Definitely the best time
of the year! If you don't like it, go to Florida!

Do you think Playstation 3 is worth $599.00? Definitely not
- I think video games went downhill after Super Mario Ill.
Winter, the best time of the year or what was I thinking
attending school in the snow belt? What was I thinking?!
I'm a big fan of sun, and my Civic isn't equipped for snow.

Do you think Playstation 3 is worth $599.00? Absolutely
b/c those bad boys are going for a ton on eBay!

Any last minute study suggestions for finals? Uhh ... I'm

What's your favorite holiday movie ever? "You'll shoot your
eye out!"- A Christmas Story.

Winter, the best time of the year or what was I thinking
attending school in the snow belt? I've never lived in a

What was your favorite Christmas present ever? My

place where it didn't snow ... so I'm used to it.

remote car starter.

What's your favorite holiday movie ever? How the Grinch
Stole Christmas (old school tv version, not Jim Carrey).
What was your favorite Christmas present ever? Our family
vacation to Machu Picchu.

What's your favorite holiday movie ever? It's a Wonderful
Life. I think that Dean Berner sounds like Jimmy Stewart .... he
does, think about it!

What was your favorite Christmas present ever? Hopefully
it is coming this year ...

If I were to look for you during Christmas Break, where
would I find you and what would you be doing? At my
mom's house laying on the couch watching A&E 24 hours a
day.

If I were to look for you during Christmas Break, where
would I find you and what would you be doing? Working
at a firm then to Chicago for Christmas with the in-laws, then
to Iowa for more Christmas and some wedding planning.

If I were to look for you during Christmas Break, where
would I find you and what would you be doing? Hiking the
trails around Phoenix and enjoying a NORMAL WINTER DAY.
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Moneyball: The art of
losing m.oney in an
unfair m.arket
Nick
--~ Schwartz
ou're stupid... but don't worry, I'm stupid too.
Why in the world would any of us choose to
go to law school? We have chosen to go to law
school and incur thousands of dollars of debt. Why did
we choose to do this when there is obviously a better
profession out there for all of us? What profession is that?
BASEBALL.
We all could have been Major League baseball
players and made much more money without having to
endure half the schooling. Just take a look at the recent
free agent signings. First of all, there is the bidding war
created for the services ofDaisuke Matsuzaka, the starting pitcher for the Seibu Lions and the MVP of the World
Baseball Classic. Just to earn the rights to negotiate with
Matsuzaka, the Boston Red Sox paid $51.1 million. If
they are willing to fork over that much cash just to negotiate with him, I cannot even fathom what they are going
to pay him for a salary.
Matsuzaka is not even under contract yet. The players that have received contracts are getting exorbitant
amounts of money, most of it undeserving. The St. Louis
Cardinals gave Jim Edmunds a two year $19 million
contract. This contract is for a 36 year-old has-been.
Edmunds' games played and productivity have decreased
significantly each of the last three years. He is nowhere
near the player he was; yet the Cardinals want to pay him
nearly ten million dollars a year. The Cardinals are going
to pay one million dollars for every homerun Edmunds
hit in 2006. Those are some very expensive homeruns.
The Toronto Blue Jays decided to play the baseball
lottery by giving Frank Thomas a two-year deal worth
$18 million. This is the lottery because you never know
what you are going to get from Thomas. Last year, he
was a bargain for the Oakland Athletics. They signed him
to a cheap, incentive-laden contract. He ended up hitting
39 homeruns and driving in 114, on his way to leading
the Athletics to an ALCS loss to the Tigers. However,
in the two years before that, Thomas combined for 30
homers and 75 RBis while only being healthy enough to
play in 108 games. Not to mention, Thomas is 38 years
old. This is a gigantic gamble by the Blue Jays. It would
be much less of a gamble to go buy a Powerball ticket for
a dollar.
The contract that the Los Angeles Angels offered

Y

Justin Speier is very large as well. What's that? You don't
know who Justin Speier is? He was a relief pitcher for
the Toronto Blue Jays who just landed a four-year deal
worth $18 million. The Angels were willing to give the
reliever an average of $4.5 million a year for a 33 yearold relief pitcher with a career 4.02 ERA. They are giving
all of this money to a relief pitcher who has never faced
a pressure-packed moment in baseball. He split the last
six years with the Blue Jays and the Rockies, never once
being in the middle of a pennant race. The Angels are
making a big investment in a reliever that has never dealt
with the pressures of winning.
As crazy as I think the Cubs are for signing a 30
year-old left fielder that struck out 160 times last yea~ to
an eight-year deal, the Angels again have made the biggest overpayment for talent. The Angels gave Gary Matthews Jr. a five-year deal worth $50 million. This contract
will end up paying more per year than Jim Edmunds' and
Frank Thomas' . At least Edmunds and Thomas have had
displays of greatness. Matthews is 32 years old, has spent
8 years in the Major Leagues, and has one productive
year. In 2006, Matthews hit .313 with 19 homeruns and
102 runs scored. In the other eight Major League seasons,
Matthews never hit over .276, yet now he is going to
make more than former MVP Frank Thomas.
As big a mistake the Angels made, they are still
smarter than us. We work hard everyday and we will end
up with jobs that pay us under one million a year and we
will be in debt until the day we die. It is not too late for
most of us. We can still get out there and swing a bat. By
my calculation, if I can just manage to hit one ball over
the fence, I am worth at least one million per year.

LIBRARY

continued from page 14
already be in the form .
We have approximately 100 students and faculty
using ILLiad for requests. This means that many of you
are missing out on this feature of the Law Library's service. Registration is required for first-time users. Most
find this easy, but we do have a pamphlet at the end of
the Interlibrary Loan page, or in the library, with instruc1
tions if needed.

PROFESSOR

continued from page 15
from articles) draw on the authors' vast experiences as
practitioners of international law to develop comprehensive theories of why states comply with their international
obligations.

What is your favorite class to teach?
Contracts, largely because it's so great to teach students
during their first semester in law school.
What is the one elective course that every law student
should elect to take?
I don't think there is an answer that's right for every
student. It depends on your career path. When I was a
student, I asked the same question and was told Federal
Income Taxation. I managed to pass, but I still can't even
do my own taxes.
Who will win the 2008 presidential election?
I think McCain has the best shot at it right now, but I
think I'm going to join Stephen Colbert and jump on the
Putin '08 bandwagon.

DIRECTIONAL SIGNALS

Nick is a 3L and may be reached at
nicholas .schwartz@valpo. edu.

Solution to November's crossword
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Qosswad
By Ed Canty

Like Day & Night
Across
1 Odyssey, e.g.
5 Towheaded
10 Paddled
14 Cheap shot
15 Scuttlebutt
16 Home of the Buckeyes
17 Salad ingredient
19 Tops
20 VIP in DC
21 An overwhelming defeat
22 Insults
24 Shows agreement
25 Actor's line, perhaps
26 Black birds
29 Careless
32 Rub out
33 Actress Sharon
34 _ Town: Wilder's play
3 5 Gray sea eagles
36Flimflam
37 Silent
38 Miami's Shula
39 Cognizant
40 Lawsuits
41 Like bees around honey
43 Olympic measures
44 Prince charming, perhaps
45 British Isle native
46 Shocked
48 Comfort
49 Football resting place
52 Edge
53 Extren1ely dark
56 Unpunctual
57 Pick up
58 Suffer
59 Looked
60
Chalmers tractor
61 Natalie _ _, actress

Down
1 Wanes
2 Very white
3 Tehran's locale
4 Toronto sta.

,-,-------r;;------.-:::---...-:---

46

11

12

13

47

52
56
59

5 Pouts
6 Knockouts
7 Neglect
8 U.S. election time
9 Salad topping
10 Some foods
11 Picture on a $20 bill
12 Helper
13 Tree trunk plant
18 Moolah in Norway
23 Flute's cousin
24 Lake in Scotland
25 Solo
26 Robert & Walter, e.g.
27 Tell's projectile
28 Pat Sajak's co-host
29 Chums
30
Banks
31 Christian Dior's product
33 Ringo of the Beatles
36 Climbing garden plant
3 7 Cartoonist Groenig
39 Football coach Stagg
40 Famous person

42 Strayed
43 Nets
45 Desert plants
46 Capable
4 7 Comes before area
and haired
48 And others:Abbrev.
49 Pedro's lunch
50 Resound
51 Just got by
54 Sick
55 Learned profession
Quotable Quote

I went to a .fight the
other night, and a
hockey game broke out.

• • •Rodney Dangerfield

By GFRAssociates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com
Look for the answer to this puzzle in January's issue of the Forum.
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• Forum Judicial Review Board •
Dia01ond ($100)
John R. Leal, Fort Wayne, IN

John Lincoln Pete.rson Melford, CT

Robert Schnoor. . Grand Rapids, Ml

PlatinuiD ($50)
Roland Herrmann Green Valley, AZ

Wade R.

Ni~hols

Fishers, IN

Gold ($30)
David C. Appel, Valparaiso, IN

Daniel J. Buska, Highland, IN

Jon P. Dilts, Bloomington, IN

Lenore L. Heaphey, Valparaiso, IN

lmost five years ago, a couple of Valparaiso
University Law Students got together and
vowed to bring back The FORUM publication. At that time, The FORUM had ceased publication
for two years since being started in ·1971. After a lot
of hard work and time, in three years The FORUM
went from varied page lengths with a staff of a few
to being consistently 20 pages, with a staff of 30 and
being mailed out to 1200 area law school alumni. At
the end of the 2005, The FO~UM staff recognized the
importance of connecting alumni with current students
and made a new vow, this time to get the paper out to
all alumni who graduated from Valparaiso University
School of Law.
As the paper is not funded by the Uni:versity.other
than through li-mited student funds, The FORUM uses
advertising efforts in order to fund production and
mailing costs. After getting enough funding for a magnified advertising campaign ~arid the ability to send pa, pers to the original 1200 alumni in the beginning of the
2005 school year, the whole FORUM staff has been .
pitching in to make an all alumni mailing a reality for
every single issue of the paper. We also asked alumni
for support and even though we were unsure of the
response we would receive, it has proven to be beyond
expectations. We found out that not only did alumni
want to help support our cause, but that there were
alumni who wanted to let us know how much they
really cared about the paper and about maintaining a .
sense of connection to their past and to those who are
going through that same experience. Patronages have
been coming in consistently from the various alumni
who recognize the importance of the information medium started in 1971 and maintained almost non-stop
for over 30 years.
The patronage of alumni who are featured in every
issue of The FORUM signifies more than a monetary
patronage given by a couple of caring individuals. But
rather it signifies a belief in something that goes beyond just a law school newspaper. It is the belief that
by forming a community and a connection between
alumni and students, we will be able to become much
stronger as a whole of future and currently working attorneys. This sense of social responsibility shows that
Valparaiso University School of Law is much more
than just an institution churning out future lawyers, but
rather it is an institution that takes pride in encouraging its students in maintaining their moral values when
entering the legal workforce.
We as The FORUM staff would like to send our
heartfelt thanks and gratitude to these alumni, who are
helping us continue this tradition.

A

Laura Kenney, Hartford, WI

The Hon. Diane Kavadias Schneider,
Munster IN

Thomas Thanes, Plainfield, IL

Dan Wehrenberg, Chicago, IL

Silver ($15)
Arthur C. Boos, Dallas, TX

Mark llten, Stevens Point, WI

William H. Pasch, Waynesville, NC

Eric J. Sponheim, Minneapolis, MN

Bob Selund, Ogden Dunes, IN

Bronze ($5-$10)
er.s, Indianapolis, iN

John C. Voorn, Palos Heights, IL

Patronage may be sent to: The Forum, VUSL,
656 S. Greenwich Street, Valparaiso, IN 46383.
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ANSWERS:
1.Hannukah celebrates the victory of the Maccabees or Israelites over the Greek-Syrian ruler,
Antiochus about 2200 years ago.
2.Hannukah is celebrated in the home beginning on
the 25th day of the Jewish month of Kislev.
3.Latkes are potato pancakes. Sufganiot are jelly
donuts.
4. The poinsettia, a traditional Christmas flower,
originally grew in Mexico, where it is also known as
the 'Flower of the Holy Night'. Joel Poinsett first
brought it to America in 1829.
5.When visiting Finland, Santa leaves his sleigh
behind and rides on a goat named Ukko. Finnish
folklore has it that Ukko is made of straw, but is
strong enough to carry Santa Claus anyway.
6.364 gifts
?.Kwanzaa was created by Maulana Karenga, a pro. cssor of black studies at California State University
at Long Beach, in 1966. It ts a nonreligious celebration of family and social values for African American
families.
8.Umoja (Unity), Kujichagulia (Self-Determination),
Ujima (Collective Work and Responsibility), Ujamaa
(Cooperative Economics), Nia (Purpose), Kuumba
(Creativity), lmani (Faith)
9.Kwanzaa (Swahili for "fresh fruits") is based on an
African harvest festival.
10.January 7th, 2007
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